
The following is a briefing for the week beginning July 27th on behalf of Dr. Cash.  

Dear Colleagues:  

Today’s brief is devoted to four extraordinary individuals who have given 135 collective years of 
exemplary service to the Buffalo Public Schools!  It is with profound gratitude that I thank each of 
these irreplaceables, 2 elementary and 2 high school principals, and wish them long and happy 
retirements.  How they will “power-down” from their day-to-day leadership roles, I can’t imagine. 

Principal Kathy Foy retired on July 1st from Herman Badillo Bilingual Academy #76, after 30 
years in the district.  Kathy is a sunny and energetic person who elicits teamwork through 
leading by example.  Badillo #76 was one of the first Community Schools in the District, and 

Principal Foy jumped in with zeal on Saturdays, welcoming families in for 6th day activities that 
the entire community embraced.  Prior to the past 7 years at #76, Kathy taught grades 1, 2, 
and 3, and was an AP at International School #45.  She says, “I loved every minute of my time 
in both schools.  I feel lucky to have worked with so many dedicated professionals. However, it 
was the students who truly captured my heart! I will miss them.”  I know I speak for everyone 
in the District when I say, “Principal Foy, it is mutual.  You will be greatly missed!” 
 

 
File photo: Turkey Dinner Giveaway at Herman Badillo’s Community School Saturday Academy. 
 
Principal Michael Gruber is retiring from Frederick Law Olmsted High School #156 after 31 years 
in the District as a special education teacher, GT Resource teacher, Program Coordinator at 
School 71, AP at the former Olmsted #56 PK – 8 school, and then principal of #56 in 2000.  Dr. 
Gruber then worked with Olmsted administrators, teachers, staff, parents, the District and 
community to develop the Olmsted High School of which he is rightly proud.  Dr. Gruber was 

named principal of the 5-12 Olmsted program in 2011.  Other than the development of the high 
school, he worked to expand diversity of the school and the culture that developed as the years 
went on.  Dr. Gruber is one of those administrators that fits the saying, “God broke the mold 
after He made him”.   And he says, “Olmsted students are the greatest around, as is the school 
community.”  Dr. Gruber leaves us with two thoughts: "Dream Big," and his email signature, a 
quote by John Wooden who said, “You cannot live a perfect day without doing something for 
someone who will never be able to repay you.”  May you find repayment in a relaxing 
retirement and the knowledge that you gave so much to so many, who will never forget you or 
what you did for them, Dr. Gruber. 



 

 
File Photo: Opening day of the 2019-2020 school year at Olmsted #156. 

 
Susan Doyle, retiring principal and founder of Middle Early College High School #335 says, “I 
have always been an advocate for students throughout my career.  I have had an amazing 
career and have been blessed to have been given the opportunity to guide our students, 
preparing them for success in their lives, as well as working with outstanding teachers and staff 
who always made a difference.”  Indeed, College High is a wonderful concept that took much 
hard work in planning for the level of success it’s seen.  Inside the school one can feel the 
culture of maturity the students have risen to, and the degree of responsibility to their studies 
that they embrace.  Principal Doyle began with the BPS in 1979, teaching emotionally disturbed 

14 to 21-year-olds at Buffalo Traditional School, then to Riverside High School as AP in the early 
90s,  then back to Buffalo Traditional School as principal, and at Middle Early College High 
School since 2003.  “It is hard to leave something that you love so much,” Sue says.  “Thank 
you for an amazing 41 year career.”  Thank you, Principal Doyle, for building expectations and 
always helping our students to go above and beyond! 

 

 
File Photo: Opening Day 2019-2020 at MECH #355 

 
At the end of August, Principal Elaine Vandi-Kirkland will retire from Houghton Academy #69. 
Principal Vandi-Kirkland began her BPS service in 1987 when she was a Quality Integration 
Education Coordinator for the Buffalo Board of Education.  Later she returned to the classroom, 
teaching at Houghton Academy for five years.  Her career in education started to expand when 
she accepted the Program Coordinator position at Poplar Citizenship Academy #11.  The 



following year she became the first African American administrator for Olmsted School #67 
(Gifted and Talented Program) on Abbott Road.  As the educational leader of Houghton 
Academy in 2000, she led the way for her staff and students to be removed from the New York 
State SURR List within 2-1/2 years.  Under her leadership, Houghton Academy has been a 
school in “Good Standing” for seventeen years by New York State standards!  Principal Vandi-
Kirkland believes children should be taught to be spiritual, self-sufficient, honest and 
emotionally balanced individuals.  These traits are continually passed on to her family, friends, 
staff and students.   She says, “Education is the key to our future and every child deserves to 
be fully educated by the best educators with the best resources available.”  In the spirit of 

Principal Vandi-Kirkland, I say “Amen” to that.  Enjoy a wonderful retirement, Elaine! 

 

 
File Photo: Mother Daughter Tea at Houghton Academy #69. 
 
Our Reopening Committee has been hard at work forming a working draft for submission to the 

State.  The working document will remain online with the expectation that many changes will 
occur throughout the month of August.  The document has been submitted to the State and will 
be posted online before midnight tonight.  You can review the first draft and all subsequent 
changes at buffaloschools.org. 

 
Be well!  Enjoy your weekend! 
 
Dr. Kriner Cash 
Superintendent 

 

https://www.buffaloschools.org/reopen

